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juvenile to the responsible authorities in the juvenile's home state. An 
order placing a juvenile in the custody or placement responsibility of 
a county department of social services shall contain a finding that the 
juvenile's continuation in the juvenile's own home would be contrary 
to the juvenile's best interest. This placement shall be reviewed in 
accordance with G.S. 7B-906. The director may, unless otherwise 
ordered by the judge, arrange for, provide, or consent to, needed 
routine or emergency medical or surgical care or treatment. In the 
case where the parent is unknown, unavailable, or unable to act on 
behalf of the juvenile or juveniles, the director may, unless otherwise 
ordered by the judge, arrange for, provide, or consent to any 
psychiatric, psychological, educational, or other remedial evaluations 
or treatment for the juvenile placed by a judge or his designee in the 
custody or physical custody of a county department of social services 
under the authority of this or any other Chapter of the General 
Statutes. Prior to exercising this authority, the director shall make 
reasonable efforts to obtain consent from a parent, guardian, or 
custodian of the affected juvenile. If the director cannot obtain 
consent, the director shall promptly notify the parent, guardian, or 
custodian that care or treatment has been provided and shall give the 
parent, guardian, or custodian frequent status reports on the 
circumstances of the juvenile. Upon request of a parent, guardian, or 
custodian of the affected juvenile, the results or records of the 
aforementioned evaluations, findings, or treatment shall be made 
available to the parent, guardian, or custodian by the director unless 
prohibited by G.S. 122C-53(d)." 

SECTION 18.  G.S. 7B-2901(b) reads as rewritten: 
"(b) The Director of the Department of Social Services shall maintain a record of the 

cases of juveniles under protective custody by the Department or under placement by the court, 
which shall include family background information; reports of social, medical, psychiatric, or 
psychological information concerning a juvenile or the juvenile's family; interviews with the 
juvenile's family; or other information which the court finds should be protected from public 
inspection in the best interests of the juvenile. The records maintained pursuant to this 
subsection may be examined only by order of the court except that the guardian ad litem, or 
juvenile, shall have the right to examine them.in the following circumstances: 

(1) The juvenile's guardian ad litem or the juvenile, including a juvenile who has 
reached age 18 or been emancipated, may examine the records.  

(2) A district or superior court judge of this State presiding over a civil matter in 
which the department is not a party may order the department to release 
confidential information, after providing the department with reasonable 
notice and an opportunity to be heard and then determining that the  
information is relevant and necessary to the trial of the matter before the 
court and unavailable from any other source. This subsection shall not be 
construed to relieve any court of its duty to conduct hearings and make 
findings required under relevant federal law before ordering the release of 
any private medical or mental health information or records related to 
substance abuse or HIV status or treatment. The department may surrender 
the requested records to the court, for in camera review, if surrender is 
necessary to make the required determinations. 

(3) A district or superior court judge of this State presiding over a criminal or 
delinquency matter shall conduct an in camera review before releasing to the 
defendant or juvenile any confidential records maintained by the department 


